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Introduction

The Equip Institute exists to equip members of Taylors First Baptist Church to think rightly about God and his
Word for the sake of living rightly before God in his world. The topic this week is Article Il in the Baptist Faith
and Message (2000), which is on the doctrine of God.

Article 1l

There is one and only one living and true God. He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal Being, the Creator,
Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe. God is infinite in holiness and all other perfections. God is all
powerful and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past, present, and future, including
the future decisions of His free creatures. To Him we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience. The
eternal triune God reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but
without division of nature, essence, or being.

A. God the Father

God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow of the stream of
human history according to the purposes of His grace. He is all powerful, all knowing, all loving, and all wise.
God is Father in truth to those who become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. He is fatherly in His
attitude toward all men.

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 Chronicles
29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-
11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians
4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7.

B. God the Son

Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and
born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of God, taking upon Himself human nature
with its demands and necessities and identifying Himself completely with mankind yet without sin. He honored
the divine law by His personal obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for
the redemption of men from sin. He was raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to His
disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion. He ascended into heaven and is now exalted
at the right hand of God where He is the One Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the
reconciliation between God and man. He will return in power and glory to judge the world and to
consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all believers as the living and ever present Lord.

Genesis 18:11f.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 53:1-12; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 14:33;
16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-
27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans
1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9;
Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians
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4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1
Peter 2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 13:8;
19:16.

C. God the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine. He inspired holy men of old to write the Scriptures. Through
illumination He enables men to understand truth. He exalts Christ. He convicts men of sin, of righteousness,
and of judgment. He calls men to the Saviour, and effects regeneration. At the moment of regeneration He
baptizes every believer into the Body of Christ. He cultivates Christian character, comforts believers, and
bestows the spiritual gifts by which they serve God through His church. He seals the believer unto the day of
final redemption. His presence in the Christian is the guarantee that God will bring the believer into the
fullness of the stature of Christ. He enlightens and empowers the believer and the church in worship,
evangelism, and service.

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:71f.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; Matthew 1:18; 3:16;
4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26;
16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-
16,26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1
Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-
7; Revelation 1:10; 22:17.

Key Biblical Texts

® And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. ' Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always,
to the end of the age.” (Matt. 28:18-20)

?In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. ' And when he

came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on him
like a dove. " And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;® with you | am well pleased.” (Mark

1:9-11)

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstoorn of all creation. ' For by him all things were created, in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
were created through him and for him. 7 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold

together. ® And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that
in everything he might be preeminent. ? For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, * and through
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
(Col. 1:15-20)

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, "*who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it, to the praise of his glory. (Eph. 1:13-14)


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201%3A9-11&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24223a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201&version=ESV

Observations

Exposition of Article |
Historical Context

Most of the 2000 text echoes earlier edition of the BF&M. This article
is intended to reflect the ancient Christian consensus represented in
such statements as the Apostles Creed (ca. fourth century), the Nicene
Creed (325; 381), the Formula of Chalcedon (451), and the Athanasian
Creed (ca. fifth century). It is a classical statement of the doctrine of
God. The 2000 version of the article also included three revisions that
were responses to various theological controversies. It is thus also a
contextual statement of the doctrine of God.

Key Ideas

There is only one God, who is the creator and ruler of all things that
are not God.

God is perfect in all his divine attributes.

The one God is a Trinity of three persons: the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. God has always been triune.

The three persons of the Trinity are all fully and equally God,
undivided in nature, essence, or being. There is no hierarchy within the
Trinity.

The Father rules over all creation and adopts those who believe in the
Son into his forever family.

At a particular moment in time the eternal Son became incarnate as a
man who was miraculously conceived by a virgin.

Jesus is fully God and fully man, possessing both divine and human
natures, with all the attributes associated with those natures.

Jesus accomplished redemption through his perfectly obedient life,
sacrificial death, and victorious resurrection from the dead.

Jesus will one day return to judge all humans and fully consummate
his forever kingdom.




The Holy Spirit is fully divine, with all the attributes associated with
divinity.

The Spirit is known by his works, including the inspiration of Scripture,
his role in human salvation, and his role in the Christian life.

The Revisions

The opening paragraph added a sentence: “God is all powerful and all
knowing; and His perfect knowledge extends to all things, past,
present, and future, including the future decisions of His free
creatures.” This revision challenges a view called Open Theism or
Freewill Theism, which is affirmed by some progressive evangelicals.
Open theists argue that God doesn't have exhaustive foreknowledge
of the future because full omniscience would undermine human free
will. This view exalts human freedom at the expense of a biblical and
historic view of God's omniscience.

The paragraph on the Son clarifies that his death was substitutionary in
nature. Baptists have historically affirmed penal substitutionary
atonement: the sinless Jesus took our place by bearing the just
penalty due for human sin. While substitution isn't the only biblical
model for Jesus's saving work on the cross, it is the most important
model for addressing the redemption of sinners. Penal substitution is
the heart of the atonement, and it is always under fire by those who
drifting away from the gospel.

The paragraph on the Holy Spirit added a sentence: “At the moment
of regeneration He baptizes every believer into the Body of Christ.”
This revision challenges the Pentecostal and charismatic
understanding of a second baptism of the Holy Spirit that some
Christians receive subsequent to regeneration. While the BF&M (2000)
is silent on the issue of so-called miraculous spiritual gifts, it rejects
full-blown Pentecostal and charismatic views of the Spirit's work in
favor of a classical Protestant view of Spirit baptism.




