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Introduction

The Equip Institute exists to equip members of Taylors First Baptist Church to think rightly about God and his
Word for the sake of living rightly before God in his world. The topic this week is Article XVI in the Baptist
Faith and Message (2000), which is on Peace and War.

Atrticle XVI

It is the duty of Christians to seek peace with all men on principles of righteousness. In accordance with the
spirit and teachings of Christ they should do all in their power to put an end to war.

The true remedy for the war spirit is the gospel of our Lord. The supreme need of the world is the acceptance
of His teachings in all the affairs of men and nations, and the practical application of His law of love. Christian
people throughout the world should pray for the reign of the Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 2:4; Matthew 5:9,38-48; 6:33; 26:52; Luke 22:36,38; Romans 12:18-19; 13:1-7; 14:19; Hebrews 12:14;
James 4:1-2.

Key Biblical Texts

“He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore. (Isa. 2:4)

? “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. (Matt. 5:9)

38 "You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ 3 But | say to you, Do not resist
the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. * And if anyone
would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. *' And if anyone forces you to go one mile,
go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow
from you. * “You have heard that it was said, "You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ #But | say to
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, **so that you may be sons of your Father who
is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the
unjust. * For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the
same? ¥ And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles
do the same? **You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matt. 5:38-48)

2Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the
sword.” (Matt. 26:52)

8|f possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. ' Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” (Luke 12:18-19)
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! Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and
those that exist have been instituted by God. ? Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. *For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, *for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the
sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's wrath on the

wrongdoer. ® Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of
conscience. ¢ For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this
very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is
owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. (Rom. 13:1-7)

'7So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding. (Rom. 14:19)
" Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. (Heb. 12:14)

Observations

Exposition of Article XVI

Historical Context

All three editions of the BF&M have included this article. The first

paragraph and most of the second paragraph has remained

unchanged. However, it has undergone other revisions each time.
These changes have been informed by geopolitical developments and

how Southern Baptists have responded to them.

In 1925, there was a third, one-sentence paragraph: “We urge

Christian people throughout the world to pray for the reign of the
Prince of Peace, and to oppose everything likely to provoke war.”

World War | hostilities had ended on Armistice Day in November
1918, and the Treaty of Versailles was signed in June 1919. Most

Americans had shifted into an isolationist posture. Among American
Protestants, including Southern Baptists, isolationism was often

coupled with greater openness to pacifism. The original final clause
reflected these sensibilities.




In 1940, as Americans were increasingly nervous about World War |I,
the SBC passed a resolution expressing “our utter abhorrence of war
as an instrument of International policy and our profound conviction
and belief that all International differences could and of a right ought
to be composed by peaceful diplomatic exchanges, and, when these
fail, by arbitration.” The resolution further requested that the
Roosevelt Administration keep America out of the war, and it affirmed
the right of Christians to conscientiously object to wartime service.

Like the vast majority of Americans, Southern Baptists abandoned
isolationism almost overnight following the surprise attack on Pearl
Harbor on December 6, 1941. Of 43,000 registered conscientious
objectors during World War II, only about 400 were Baptists. These
came from all Baptist churches and groups and were not broken down
among denominations like the SBC. Many Southern Baptist churches
have quilts, plaques, or other displays that list the names of church
members who fought and/or died during World War Il. Following the
end of the war with V-E Day (May 8, 1945) and V-J Day (September 2,
1945), hundreds of Southern Baptist churches changed their names to
Victory Baptist Church or Victory Memorial Baptist Church in the mid-
to-late 1940s.

In the 1963 edition of the BF&M, the final paragraph was removed
completely. Notably, it was in the early years of the Vietnam War, a
conflict that was supported by most Southern Baptists at the time.
Southern Bapitists in general were socially conservative, patriotic, and
strongly anti-communist, especially because of communism'’s horrific
track record with religious freedom. Global communism was an
existential threat to freedom and flourishing. The only significant
concerns about the conflict were raised by SBC missionaries in
Vietnam and neighboring nations, who understandably feared the war
would negatively impact missions work in the region.

After the Tet Offensive in January 1968 and the Mi Lai Massacre in
March 1968, like Americans in general, some Southern Baptists
increasingly raised questions about the war in Vietnam. This was
especially true of younger ministers, seminary students, and Baptist
college students, all of whom were part of the Baby Boomer
generation. Numerous Bapitist colleges and even some seminaries
allowed students to hold peaceful protests against the Vietnam War. In
1968, a group of collegians from North Carolina called Baptist
Students Concerned picketed the SBC annual meeting in Houston and
engaged in conversations with both messengers and the press. The
Baptist Student, the official magazine of Baptist Student Union,
regularly published articles critiquing the war, most of which were
written by progressive pastors and professors. One theology professor
was even terminated from Golden Gate Seminary for joining students
in protests in San Francisco.




Southern Bapitists overall were still largely pro-war. Resolutions during
this period were consistently supportive of American involvement in
Southeast Asia, even as they called for peace. Some resolutions
expressed support for Presidents Lyndon B. Johnson and Richard
Nixon by name. In both 1969 and 1972, the SBC passed resolutions
reaffirming the rights of conscientious objectors. But of the 170,000
conscientious objectors during the Vietnam War after the draft was
reinstated in 1969, only around 45 Southern Baptists were registered.

In the 2000 revision to the BF&M, the original third paragraph was
reinstated, but with the final clause removed. It reads, “Christian
people throughout the world should pray for the reign of the Prince of
Peace.” This sentence was added to the end of the second paragraph.
By the summer of 2000, the Cold War had been over for almost a
decade. While radical Islam was surging, this was still over a year
before 9/11. The Southern Baptist consensus expressed in the Baptist
Faith and Message (2000) reflected a longing for the end of war, which
will ultimately come about through the reign of Christ. Christians
should be peacemakers, though the details of that peacemaking are
not articulated. This silence allows for both just war and pacifist
positions, though the latter view remains a significant minority.

Key Ideas

Christians are to be peacemakers, based upon the principles of
righteousness

This posture is consistent with both the spirit of Christ and his explicit
teachings

Christians should do everything within their power to put an end to
war

The gospel is the only ultimate solution to the ungodly spirit that leads
to wars

What the world most needs is to accept the teachings of Christ as
authoritative in both the lives of individuals and nations

This includes especially the practical application of Christ's law of love

Christians ought to pray for the reign of Jesus, who is the Prince of
Peace




