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Introduction

The Equip Institute exists to equip members of Taylors First Baptist
Church to think rightly about God and His Word for the sake of living
rightly before God in His world. Our topic is biblical clarity and
sufficiency.

Other Facets of the Doctrine of Scripture

Biblical Inspiration: God worked through the human authors of
Scripture in such a way that their freely chosen written words were also
"breathed out” (inspired) by Him and thus are also His divinely written
words. God and men dually authored every word of Scripture.
Inspiration applies to the very words (verbal) and to every portion of
the Bible (plenary).

Biblical Authority: God's written words in Scripture carry the supreme
authority of their divine Author. When the Bible speaks, God is
speaking. Scripture thus has an authoritative claim upon our lives.

Biblical Reliability: God is perfectly holy, and thus He can always be
trusted and cannot lie. As God'’s written words, the Bible reflects His
holy character and is therefore trustworthy. The original manuscripts of
the Bible are incapable of erring (infallible) and thus they do not err
(inerrant) in matters of fact.

Defining Clarity and Sufficiency

Biblical Clarity: God's written words are comprehendible, especially
foundational matters such as the gospel and matters of basic faith
(doctrine) and practice (ethics). Scripture interprets Scripture, and
biblical texts that are more clear help us understand those that seem
less clear. While all believers should listen to faithful Bible teachers and
avail themselves of sound resources that can help them better
understand the Bible, the Holy Spirit is always our primary teacher.

Biblical Sufficiency: All of God's written words we need are included in
the Scripture. This has been true during ever stage of redemptive
history. The Bible isn't exhaustive because it doesn't tell us everything
there is to know. However, it is sufficient because it tells us everything
we need to know to become Christians, grow in godliness, and
participate faithfully in God's redemptive purposes for His people.
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The Primary Witness of Scripture

The Israelites were expected to have a basic understanding of
Scripture and possess the ability to discuss God's words and teach
them to their children.

¢ And these words that | command you today shall be on your
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall
talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the
way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. & You shall bind
them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets
between your eyes. ? You shall write them on the doorposts of your
house and on your gates (Deut. 6:6-9).

The law can be understood by the simple and lead them in the path of
spiritual wisdom.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of
the Lord is sure, making wise the simple (Psa. 19:7).

3% The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts
understanding to the simple (Psa. 119:130).

God reveals truth to us in Scripture and familiarity with God’s written
words helps us to avoid sinning and to pursue growth in holiness.

% "The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things
that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we
may do all the words of this law (Deut. 29:29).

' Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of
the Lord! (Psa. 119:1).

" | have stored up your word in my heart, that | might not sin
against you (Psa. 119:11).

Paul’s letters were addressed to entire congregations and were to be
read publicly before them.

! Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,
and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in
Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints
together with all those who in every place call upon the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: * Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 1:1-
3).




'® And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read
in the church of the Laodiceans; and see that you also read the
letter from Laodicea (Col. 4:16).

We have all the words from God that we need in the Scriptures, so we
are not allowed to claim new words are God's words.

2 You shall not add to the word that | command you, nor take from
it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God
that | command you (Deut. 4:2).

3 Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take
refuge in him. ¢ Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and
you be found a liar (Prov. 30:5-6).

'8 | warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this
book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues
described in this book, ¥ and if anyone takes away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the
tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book
(Rev. 22:18-19).

Scripture tells us how to be saved and equips us for how to live before
God once we have been saved.

' But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it ® and how from
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus. ' All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, "7 that the man of God may be competent,
equipped for every good work (2 Tim. 3:14-17).

Though Scripture can be understood, some parts are more difficult to
comprehend than others.

'3 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our
beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom
given him, ' as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of
these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures (2 Pet. 3:15-16).

Among God'’s new covenant people, the Holy Spirit lives within us and
teaches us what the Scriptures mean and how to apply them:

% And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within
you. And | will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give
you a heart of flesh. # And | will put my Spirit within you, and cause




you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules (Ezek.
36:26-27).

Z But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and
you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his
anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—
just as it has taught you, abide in him (1 John 2:26).

Though the Spirit is our ultimate teacher, God has also called pastors
or elders to teach his people how to better understand Scripture and
defend biblical truth against false doctrine.

' The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of
overseer, he desires a noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be
above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach (1 Tim. 3:1-2,
emphasis added).

? He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he
may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to
rebuke those who contradict it (Tit. 1:9).

The Secondary Witness of Tradition

During the Patristic era (100-600 AD), Christians believed that the
Bible is clear enough that anyone can understand the most important
truths. They also believed that the harder truths of Scripture can be
understood by any Christian if the Bible is read with the help of the
Holy Spirit and interpreted as one Christ-centered grand narrative.
They argued pastors (elders, bishops) were given to the church to help
believers properly interpret Scripture. As a general rule, fewer and
fewer leaders believed God continued to bestow the spiritual gift of
prophecy on believers the further history moved away from the first
century.

During the Medieval era (600-1500), Roman Catholics became
increasingly convinced that ordinary Christians can’t understand most
of Scripture. For this reason, personal Bible study was discouraged
and the Church claimed that only clergy could properly understand
the Scriptures. This is still the official view of Roman Catholics, though
in the past couple of generations they've encouraged personal and
small group Bible study so long as parishioners do not depart from
official Catholic doctrine.

During the Reformation era (1500-1650), Protestants not only affirmed
the supreme authority of Scripture, but they also argued that
laypeople can understand the gist of Scripture for themselves. They
called this the perspicuity of Scripture. The Reformed tradition in
particular also reemphasized the role the Holy Spirit plays in helping
Christians to understand the Word. John Calvin argued that God




accommodates himself to us in the Bible by telling us all that we need
to know about life and ministry in a way we can understand and apply
it. Most of the reformers agreed that God calls pastors and other
leaders to help teach the Scriptures to the church, though under the
ultimate leadership of the Holy Spirit.

During the Modern era (1650-present), evangelicals have generally
agreed with the reformers. Some traditions like Baptists and
Presbyterians emphasize the ability of all Christians to understand the
Bible, especially when studied both privately and in community with
other believers. Other more hierarchical traditions such as Anglicans,
Methodlists, and Lutherans put more emphasis on the role of the
clergy in teaching the Scriptures, while still emphasizing personal Bible
study as well. Pentecostals and charismatics believe the spiritual gift of
prophecy has been restored, though they don’t normally believe
prophecy supersedes the written words of God.

Confessing Our Beliefs

All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear
unto all; yet those things which are necessary to be known, believed
and observed for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in
some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the
unlearned, in a due use of ordinary means, may attain to a sufficient
understanding of them. (The Second London Confession)

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God's
revelation of Himself to man. It is a perfect treasure of divine
instruction. It has God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth,
without any mixture of error, for its matter. Therefore, all Scripture is
totally true and trustworthy. It reveals the principles by which God
judges us, and therefore is, and will remain to the end of the world,
the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by which
all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried. All
Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine
revelation. (The Baptist Faith and Message 2000)

Applying Our Beliefs

We should diligently study the Bible in our private devotions,
corporately with our church, and in small group Bible studies.

We should submit to what the Bible teaches us.

We should continually read the Bible not only for understanding, but
also for application.

Preachers and other Bible teachers should emphasize both depth of
biblical knowledge and practical application of biblical truths.




Book Recommendations

Glenna Marshall, Memorizing Scripture: The Basics, Blessings, and Benefits of
Meditating on God’s Word (Moody, 2023). This is an excellent devotional resource on
the importance of memorizing and meditating on God’s clear and sufficient words.

Kevin DeYoung, Taking God at His Word: Why the Bible Is Knowable, Necessary, and
Enough, and What That Means for You and Me (Crossway, 2017). This is the best
popular-level introduction to the doctrine of Scripture.

Mark Thompson, The Doctrine of Scripture: An Introduction (Crossway, 2022). This is a
helpful college-level introduction to the doctrine of Scripture for anyone who wants to
dig a bit deeper.

David Dockery and Malcolm Yarnell, Special Revelation and Scripture (B&H Academic,
2024). This is an excellent seminary-level introduction to the doctrine of Scripture.



