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Introduction 
 
The Equip Institute exists to equip members of Taylors First Baptist Church to think rightly about God and his 
Word for the sake of living rightly before God in his world. The topic this week is Article XVII in the Baptist 
Faith and Message (2000), which is on the family. 
 
Article XVII 
 
God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. It is composed of persons 
related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption. 
 
Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God’s unique 
gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man and the woman in marriage 
the framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual expression according to biblical standards, 
and the means for procreation of the human race. 
 
The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God’s image. The marriage 
relationship models the way God relates to His people. A husband is to love his wife as Christ loved the 
church. He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, and to lead his family. A wife is to 
submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her husband even as the church willingly submits to the 
headship of Christ. She, being in the image of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-
given responsibility to respect her husband and to serve as his helper in managing the household and 
nurturing the next generation. 
 
Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents are to 
demonstrate to their children God’s pattern for marriage. Parents are to teach their children spiritual and moral 
values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and loving discipline, to make choices based on 
biblical truth. Children are to honor and obey their parents. 
 
Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 1:26-28; Psalms 
51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 
23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; 
Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 
5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7. 
 
Key Biblical Texts 
 
18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for 

him.” 19 Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the field and every bird of the 
heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called every 
living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and 
to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So the Lord God caused 
a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 
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flesh. 22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 
man. 23 Then the man said, 
 
“This at last is bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh; 
she shall be called Woman, 
    because she was taken out of Man.”  
 

24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one 
flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. (Gen. 3:18-25) 
 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving 
you. (Exod. 20:12) 
 
4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates. (Deut. 6:4-9) 
 
15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Josh. 24:15) 
 
Many Proverbs 
 
The Teachings of Jesus 
 
21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the 
Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and 
is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their 
husbands. 25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he 
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so that he might present the 
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without 
blemish. 28 In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the 
church, 30 because we are members of his body. 31 “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold 
fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers 
to Christ and the church. 33 However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that 
she respects her husband. (Eph. 5:21-33) 
 
18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh 
with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke 
your children, lest they become discouraged. (Col. 3:18-21) 
 
4 Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the 
sexually immoral and adulterous. (Heb. 13:4) 
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Observations 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Exposition of Article XVIII 
 
Key Ideas 
 
God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human 
society  
 
Families are composed of persons related to one another by marriage, 
blood, or adoption 
 
Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant 
commitment and is intended to last for the duration of their natural 
lives 
 
Marriage has many purposes: 
 
• To symbolize the union between Christ and His church 
• To provide husband and wife with the appropriate context for 

intimate companionship 
• To allow for sexual expression according to biblical standards 
• To enable the procreation of the human race 

 
The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are 
created in God’s image, and there are no hierarchies between the 
sexes that are intrinsic to human nature 
 
The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people 
 
A husband is called to love his wife as Christ loves the church 
 
This God-given responsibility includes providing for, protecting, and 
leading his family, meaning he often sacrificially submits his own 
desires for the flourishing of his family 
 
A wife is called to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership 
of her husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of 
Christ 
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This God-given responsibility includes respecting her husband and 
serving as his helper in managing the household and nurturing the 
next generation 
 
Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage 
from the Lord 
 
Parents are called to demonstrate to their children God’s pattern for 
marriage 
 
Parents are to teach their children spiritual and moral values and to 
lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and loving discipline, 
to make choices based on biblical truth 
 
Children are to honor and obey their parents 
 
Historical Context 
 
This article wasn’t part of the Baptist Faith and Message (1925) 
because nearly all Christians shared basic biblical assumptions about 
marriage and family. Even in 1963, in the early years of the sexual 
revolution, Southern Baptists saw no need to address these issues in 
our confession.  
 
In 1998, Southern Baptists added this article as an amendment to the 
Baptist Faith and Message (1963). Nearly every affirmation in the 
article was controversial at the time, and it all remains controversial 
today. Mainstream news outlets lampooned Southern Baptists and 
other social conservatives. Secularists and other anti-Christian 
progressives interpreted the views in this article as at best retrograde 
traditionalism and at worst horrible ideas that hindered progress. 
 
Progressive Christians, including SBC moderates, didn’t disagree with 
everything in the article, but they pushed back hard on the affirmation 
of traditional gender roles in marriage. Egalitarians argued that 
submission means inferior subservience, and that the NT reflected the 
patriarchal assumptions of the first century. They accused conservative 
Southern Baptists of wanting to impose patriarchy on modern culture.  
 
Complementarians countered that the unified witness of Scripture is 
that men and women are “equal, but different” in ways that 
complement each other and glorify God. They accused egalitarians of 
“baptizing” second-wave feminist assumptions and undermining the 
authority of Scripture. A strong majority of Southern Baptists were 
complementarians, even if they weren't familiar with that terminology. 
The debate over the 1998 amendment played a key role in the 
decision by conservative SBC leadership to appoint a committee to 
revise the entire Baptist Faith and Message in 1999, which led to the 
Baptist Faith and Message (2000).  
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